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&l Welcome to the Church of Christ, Alpine, TX

|Minisf=r: Curtis Wubbena
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. . Services are broadcast online utilizing Facebook
Join us on the internet: —

http://www.alpinechurchtx.org/

rotowuson [

[The Church of Christ' building is located on the corner of 2nd and Sul Ross Ave. Alpine is the gateway to Big Bend National
IPark and home of Sul Ross State University. The Marfa mystery lights, Fort Davis and the McDonald Observatory are
hearby. Marathon, Texas, where the Gage Hotel is located, is just to the southeast down US Hwy 90. We are a Bible-based
INew Testament church, centered on worshiping God with outreach to the community with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Visitors
lare warmly welcomed to worship services that includes Acapella singing and Bible study in spirit and truth.

“Alpine Church of Christ ® 402 E. Sul Ross Ave, Alpine, TX_79830
www.alpinechurchtx.org Our mailing address is: P.0. Box 325, Alpine, TX 79831

Be sure to check updates to our website.


http://www.alpinechurchtx.org/

Information you need to know from our
January 22, 2023 “Family Meeting”

Worship every first Sunday evening of the month
—-6 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

COVID.

Devotional/Bible study every Wednesday night
—-6 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

study.

Special family devotional at a member’s home
every 5th Sunday:

Simon Says

Jim R. Everett
When I was a boy, we played a game called, Simon Says. One person was selected who had the
authority to direct the game, but what he said was to be obeyed only if he said, Simon says. It
didnt matter what Simon said —- Play dead, roll in the grass or kiss a girl (yuk!) — if you were
going to play the game you had to do it. Therefore, one could be put out of the game by failing to
do what Simon said, or by acting when Simon hadnt said to do it.

Simon (Peter) says to people who believe in Jesus and want to be saved from their sin: Repent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins... (Acts
2:38). In the game, pretend-Simon might have said: Take two steps forward for a soda water.
Every child playing the game would have obeyed that command carefully —you see, soda waters
were precious.

While every little boy and girl would know exactly what for meant, some claim today that for
doesnt mean for and refuse to do what Simon says that they might be saved. Jesus said, For this is
my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for (eis,) same Greek word as in Acts
2:38, —JRE) the remission of sins, (Mt. 26:28). And we understand that his blood had to be
shed in order that sins be forgiven.

Years later Simon wrote to the elect scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, etc., and said: The like
figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us... (1 Pet. 3:21). Aha, says someone,
Baptism is only a FIGURE. Indeed it is, but Simon says it is a figure of NOAHS salvation by
water —as Noah was saved by water, we are saved by baptism. Dont presume that Simon said
that baptism was a figure of OUR salvation.

Simon explains the scriptural baptism that saves by saying, not the putting away of the filth of the
flesh (i.e., not washing the body, JRE), but the answer (interrogation or appeal) of a good
conscience toward God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, (1 Pet. 3:21). Baptism that saves is
that which Simon said was for the remission of sins.

One lady said that Simon could not have been teaching that baptism saves (even though thats
what he said), because Peter knew that men were saved by the grace of God. But, that is exactly
what Simon said; hence, the baptism of which he speaks must be in complete harmony with Gods
grace.

In the game, Simon Says, the difficulty was not in understanding what Simon said, but rather in
willingness, at times, to condescend to the commands of the leader. Simon says that we must
repent and be baptized for the remission of sins and some pretend that it is too hard to understand.
But I suspect that it may be too costly for them to obey. (Plain Talk, Vol. IX No. IX Pg.3, Nov.
1972).




