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When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk
in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

John 8:12
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“Lessons in Light”
—Josh Blackmer—

On the road to Damascus, Paul saw a light that was brighter than the
noontime sun as Jesus spoke to him (Acts 22:6). It was that light that
blinded him on the road (Acts 22:11). There are many passages that
refer to Christ and the Father as light. From those passages there are
lessons to be learned.

John opens his gospel with discussion of Jesus as light. “There was the
true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man” (John
1:9). “The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend it” (John 1:5). Jesus stands as a stark contrast to darkness.
The word “comprehend” in verse 5 is not a word that speaks to
understanding. It refers more to the fact that darkness could not overtake
or apprehend the light. Later in the gospel letter, John writes, “I am the
Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but
will have the Light of life” (John 8:12). And, “I have come as Light
into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in
darkness” (John 12:46). This light is life and frees us from the darkness
that is in this world.

Not only does His light liberate us, but it also exposes the deeds of men.
“This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men
loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. For
everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light
for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But he who practices the truth
comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been
wrought in God” (John 3:19-21). Those that will not step into the light
choose not to so that their evil deeds will not be exposed. If we are doing
those deeds that glorify God, then we should not ashamed. “Let your
light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).

Our relationship with God and His Son is described in terms of
light and darkness. “This is the message we have heard from Him
and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no
darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him and
yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but
if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son
cleanses us from all sin” (1 John. 1:5-7). [ am in a right
relationship with God in the light. I come in contact with the
blood of Christ in the light. Why would I wander into darkness?

May these passages serve as a reminder “so that you may
proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2:9).

Order of Service
Welcome/Announcements
Opening Song
Song
Opening Prayer/Scripture Reading
Song before Lord’s Supper
Lord’s Supper
Song before lesson

Lesson
Invitation Song
Closing Song
Closing Prayer
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Prayer list for the week of 02/11/2024

A blue highlight indicates new prayer requests or updates for the
week.

Church family:
Becky Sanders- just moved to Midland

Friends and family:

Daniel Terrell- Fort Worth Fireman, in ICU after firetruck rollover
Clint Robinson- Fort Worth Fireman, just released from hospital after
firetruck rollover

Matthew Schneider- Fort Worth Fireman, healing from firetruck
rollover

Devin Kuhn- Fort Worth Fireman, healing from firetruck rollover
Janice Wubbena- pray for comfort and healing and that she continues
to respond to medication

Ember Graves- fighting RSV, showing improvement

Chipper Prude- friend of Liddell’s, had leg amputated and is waiting
on prosthetic leg.

Cindy Hughes- Continued healing after trip to ER

Randy Liddell- Continued healing

Ongoing prayer list for people and situations that need our
focused, continuous prayers:

Helm’s Family- continue praying for comfort in the wake of baby
Nora’s passing

Pam Morphew recently had brain surgery for a brain tumor and has
cancer.

Paul Snelson had successful heart surgery to replace valves. Pray for
Judy as she helps Paul.

Joe Honesto, a friend of Will, needs our prayers.

Jimmy Salcido friend of the Liddell’s, has cancer.
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