
Announcements  

What you missed last Sunday:

402 East Sul Ross Avenue                                                                                                                                                   
P.O. Box 325                                                                                                                                                              

Alpine, Texas 79831                                                                                                                 
website:www.alpinechurchtx.org  

Minister: Curtis Wubbena 

Wi-fi: ATT056           Password: 5471018224 

Sunday, November 24
 Attendance: Worship-31

Bible class-18
Contribution-$1,366.00

Welcome Home to   

	    Alpine church of Christ 

December 01, 2019 

Ordinary people serving an extraordinary God.

Building lasting memories. 
Do you have children or grandchildren?  Make some important and 
lasting memories with you family by joining our church activities.
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Two birthdays and no anniversaries this week. Be sure to check 
the online calendar for additional special events this month.

Join us for a 2020 planning meeting next Sunday, Dec. 8, 2019. 
We meet from noon to 1 p.m.

Topics of meeting:
October budget review

Analysis of success of 2019 budget
What we accomplished in 2019
Monthly budget vs fund balance
Improvements needed in 2020

New ideas
Budget process

Calendar planning
Meeting ends promptly at 1:00 p.m.

What soon becomes apparent  is  an improper  understanding of  obedient 
faith. The divine will of the Lord is for a sinner to "...arise, and be baptized, 
and wash away thy sins..." (Acts 22:16). The only reason sins are "washed 
away" in the waters of baptism is that God said so. To reject baptism for 
the remission of sins is to reflect a problem of faith. God said it, therefore 
the matter is settled. I must develop a belief in what He said.

This attitude regarding baptism is mentioned by Peter in his first epistle. 
"When the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls, were saved by water: 
which also after a true likeness doth now save you, even baptism, not the 
putting  away  of  the  filth  of  the  flesh,  but  the  interrogation  of  a  good 
conscience toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 
3:20-21).  What saved Noah? It  was his obedient faith coupled with the 
grace of God. "By faith Noah, being warned of God concerning things not 
seen as yet, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his 
house; through which he condemned the world, and became heir of the 
righteousness which is according to faith" (Heb. 11:7). He had never seen a 
flood that could destroy the world. But, he was willing to trust God. To this 
end he was willing to make an ark. The ark was important in that the Lord 
had asked Noah to build it. God had promised safety to the obedient. Thus, 
it was not so much the ark, or the water that saved Noah, as it was the 
humble submission to Jehovah. We are then told that baptism works the 
same way, ("...which also after a true likeness doth now save you, even 
baptism...."). Obviously it is not the water that works alone. If that be true, 
either water is sacred or sin is "filth of the flesh". Peter reveals that neither 
is true. Baptism saves only because God said, "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved..." (Mk. 16:16). Thus, with humble submission we 
are buried with our Lord (Rom. 6:4), in the likeness of his death (Rom. 
6:5), for the remission of our sins (Rom. 6:6).

It  is  possible  that  our  religious  friends  have  misunderstood  the  Bible 
teaching on baptism not only because of prejudice, but also because of 
some poor  Christian  examples.  If  we say  baptism saves  in  light  of  an 
obedient faith, then let us act like it! Water baptism is the point at which 
our sins are taken away. However, we must continue to be faithful to the 
Lord until the day we die. May we leave the waters of baptism rejoicing 
that we are now able to be obedient children of God.

"Their Water Is Sacred” Curtis Wubbena 
Plain Talk, September, 1981  

Among the many Eastern religions is a group called the Hindus. Just one 
of their many beliefs is the sacredness of certain rivers in India. The 
most sacred of all these is the Ganges. "...by bathing in them they can 
wash away their sins".

Prejudiced minds in the religious world attribute the "Church of Christ" 
with a similar superstition. Since we believe sins are "washed away" in 
the waters of baptism, our water must be sacred.


